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Upcoming Dates & Events  
April 
14

th

  - Environmental Group Presentation – WHY BARBADOS? @ 6:30pm (pg. 7) 

18
th

 – Joint Good Friday Worship Service @ 10:30am (held at First) (pg. 8) 

20
th

 – Easter Sunday Worship Service @ 9:30am (pg. 9) 

27
th

 – Worship with Communion @ 9:30am – Rev. Scott 

27
th

 – Environmental Group Earth Day Cleanup – Rain or Shine from 2-4pm (pg.7) 

 

May 
4

th

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Paul 

4
th

 – Rev. John Brown’s Retirement Service at Central @ 11am (pg. 10) 

5
th

 – Joint Movie Night with Rev. Scott @ 7:00pm (Doors open @ 6:30pm). 

        May’s Movie is “Gattaca” (2006). (pg. 11) 

11
th

 – Mother’s Day  - Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Paul 

18
th

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Scott 

25
th

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Paul 

 

June 
1

st

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Scott 

2
nd

 – Joint Movie Night with Rev. Scott @ 7:00pm (Doors open @ 6:30pm). 

        June’s Movie is “The Way Way Back” (2013).  (pg. 11) 

8
th

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Paul 

8
th

 – Special UCC 100
th

 Anniversary Cluster Worship Service – Potluck at 4pm;  

       Special Music @ 5pm; Worship @ 5:30pm. (pgs. 14 & 15) 

15
th

 – Father’s Day -Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Scott 

22
nd

 – Worship @ 9:30am – Rev. Paul 

29
th

 – Summer Services Begin!  Joint Worship at First @ 10am – Rev. Scott 

 

July 
Joint Worship in July is held at First United @ 10am 

 

August 
Joint Worship in August is held at Central United (135 Wellington St.) @ 10am   
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From Rev. Paul’s Desk … 

Weathering the Storm: an Easter Reflection by Rev. Paul 

“The Times, they are a Changing” is a Bob Dylan song that could be sung 

anytime but these times in which we find ourselves are not any time. 

My mind goes back to conversations with my parents and grandparents who 

spoke of how their worlds “blew up’ with the advent of the Great Depression 

and two world wars. While I am cautiously optimistic things will not 

deteriorate to those levels, who knows? The norms of the most influential 

country in the world have been thrown out the window. As so many say, “you 

just can’t make this stuff up!” 

I guess that’s why Easter means more to me this year than any year since the 

pain and darkness I felt at the end of my first marriage. Yet, even then, 

somewhere inside me, perhaps my faith and connection to Jesus reassured 

me that there had to be some kid of future for me, although I couldn’t imagine 

a future better than the past. We easily forget that the road to Easter travels 

through a cross. 

I don’t like crosses. The early church didn’t either. They did not venerate the 

cross. They knew all too well the brutality it represented.  

The church’s early symbols were signs of resurrection and the presence of 

Christ: a fish whose letters were an acronym (Jesus Christ, Son of God), an 

anchor and a boat symbolizing safety in a storm, and a Bread and Chalice, 

symbols of the meal which celebrates the risen Christ being present with us. 

As Christianity became the new religion of the Roman Empire, Rome 

concealed the horror of what had been done to Jesus by decorating crosses 

with roses and gold and saying that Jesus had to die for God to forgive us, even 

though forgiveness had been given and received since the beginning of 

humanity. 

“Cross” moments, by their nature, cannot be prettied up. We know that from 

experience. 
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Yet, evil and death do not have the last word. Easter affirms that death gives 

way to life.  

Think of the Easter “new beginnings” that came from the crosses of the last 

century: 

• Equality for women. 

• Roosevelt’s “new deal” which created social security and expanded the 

wealth of the middle class by regulated capitalism with corporations paying 

half of all taxes.  

• Truman’s Marshall plan that not only rebuilt the countries of allies but 

Germany and Japan leading to the longest period of peace in Europe’s 

history and a NATO alliance of democratic countries. 

• Institutionalizing the concept of international law, criminal courts and war 

crimes 

• Establishing a United Nations with international civil agreements 

• the advancement of civil rights for people of colour and the gay community. 

Each one of these was an answer to the prayer “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done”. Each one is now under attack. 

This is a time to anchor our lives in the eternal values of kindness, respect and 

fairness knowing that “goodness is stronger than evil” and that Easter will 

come again.  

Being from a maritime culture, the early Christians knew that when storms 

came, the ships that remained tied to their moorings on the docks at home 

were inevitability crushed by the wind and waves. As counter intuitive as it 

might seem, when storms came, sailing vessels were taken to sea to ride out 

the wind and waves. 

This symbol of a ship on stormy waters speaks to us of the futility of trying to 

stay tied to what can no longer support us. Our spiritual tradition invites us to 

sea to meet whatever life throws at us, knowing that we are anchored to the 

most powerful and only eternal force there is…Love…knowing that Jesus is in 

the ship with us saying, “Peace be Still”. 
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From Rev. Scott’s Desk 

Sometimes the best laid plans do not work out. 

 

When I was in seminary, I was involved with the student council. It was 

because of this that my friend, also council president at the time, asked 

me if I had any movie recommendations. Specifically, they were thinking 

of hosting a movie night and talking about the Christian themes within it. 

The date itself wasn’t going to work for me, but I gave her one 

suggestion: Mad Max: Fury Road (2015). It was a relatively new movie 

that I had seen twice in theatres, because the world was interesting and 

some of the visuals were especially impressive. Car-based-action-movie 

is not my usual taste, but there were characters and story threads that 

were interesting to me, and I thought leant themselves to a religious-

based discussion. 

 

The movie night was held, and it was not until the week after that I was 

able to connect with my friend to hear how it went. She said it was a 

little weird. The students who came entertained themselves by yelling 

things at the screen (they apparently all decided to do this, it was not 

disruptive) and then barely discussed afterward because they didn’t see 

anything within it worth discussing. I was a little taken aback, but at the 

same time I understood what had happened. I hadn’t provided a framing 

for the viewing, nor any discussion questions to help lead them to where 

I wanted them to go. Simply giving them the movie and assuming they 

would be able to get past the violence and misogyny to get to fruitful 

conversation was bold. It remains for me a good reminder: not everyone 

sees movies (or the world… or other things) the same way that we do. 

 

The movie program I’m running now was started from the seed of this  

experience. I had a couple of years of events at my former church, so I’m 

past some of the growing pains. Though I have not shown Mad Max (yet) 
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I have had the opportunity to talk about a lot of ways that secular stories 

can still be helpful in reflecting on our faith and even imagining it in new 

ways. There are probably more straightforward ways of doing that, but 

they are less fun. Though stories in film are not always realistic, they are 

still often human stories that carry seeds of our own experiences in 

them. Whether the story is based on true events or entirely fabricated, 

whether the film itself is exceptional or bad, there is always something 

that we can take with us. Or, at least, that is my approach. 

 

Spring is an excellent time to take the seeds of new ideas and see what 

can be made of them. It is no coincidence that spring also brings into our 

worship time discussions of new life and new possibilities. But wherever 

you encounter new things this season, I hope that you can find  

something useful to take with you. If not, maybe there are people around 

you that can help to find the meaning for you. And if not still, maybe it is 

good to spend time yelling at the screen together, and making the most 

of the time we spend together. 

 

With love, 

Rev. Scott 
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  Rev. John Brown has been such a 
wonderful part of not only Central’s 
Ministry for many years but also the 

Community as a whole.  We at First wish 
him all the best in his upcoming 

Retirement.  Congratulations Rev. John. 
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As you probably know the United Church of Canada is celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary in 2025!  What an amazing milestone. And God is not finished with us 

yet      . 
 
To celebrate, a service is being held by the national church on June 8th in 
Newfoundland. A Cluster Worship Service is being hosted simultaneously at 
Central United Church (135 Wellington Street in St. Thomas), hopefully bringing 
together Duwich United, First United, Frome United, New Vision, Port Stanley 
United, Calvary United (Rodney), St. Andrew’s United, Talbotville United and 
Union United Churches, so everyone can join in the celebration! 
 
Phil Hallman, Central United’s Music Director, has agreed to lead a Joint Choir 
and all invited churches are invited to join.   Lori Hoffman, First’s Secretary/ 
Treasurer, has agreed to coordinate the event. 
 
The Program for the gathering will be as follows: 
4:00 pm - Joint Potluck (please sign up on the list in the Fellowship / Coffee Room) 
 
5:00 pm - Music in the Sanctuary 
A musical time of choir singing, musical numbers from guest churches and a hymn 
sing of favorites.  
 
5:30pm – Worship Service will begin 
The format of the service will be provided by the UCC and will include the Joint 
Choir.  The sermon from the St. John service will be live streamed to Central. 
 
An offering will be received for Mission and Service.  

 
Please contact Lori @ 519-631-7570 x21 or office@1stunitedchurch.ca to confirm 
your participation or sign the list in the Fellowship/Coffee Room. 
 
“For such a time as this…” Esther 4:14 If there was ever a time to come together to 
celebrate and give thanks for the values of our church, values of compassion, 
inclusion and community mindedness, surely this is the time. As we face challenges 
at home and on the world scene, gathering in a spirit of neighbourliness and faith in a 
God who is with us and others by the Spirit is bound to encourage us and send us 
home with a spring in our step! 

mailto:office@1stunitedchurch.ca
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From the Finance Committee  

Have you ever considered giving through PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance)... or 

donating online through Paypal or Square?   PAR is a once-a-month withdrawal 

from your bank account (around the 20th) to help support the ongoing ministry of 

First Church. Paypal & Square are both secure online payment services that give 

you the flexibility to donate using your credit or debit card.  There are links on our 

website! www.1stunitedchurch.ca/ways-to-donate.html  

 

Also, did you know we have a Debit/Credit machine in the Church Office to 

accept your donations any time the church is open?  Well, we do       and you’re 

welcome to use it any time! 

Why are we promoting these services? All of these options are quick, easy and 

they save the church money! The money is automatically deducted from your 

account, credited to the church and you still receive your tax receipt at year end. 

These services do NOT charge you for using their systems, so there is no cost to 

you personally. SO SIMPLE, SO COST EFFECTIVE!  

If you would like to sign up for PAR (just a quick form to fill out & a void cheque) 

or would like more information on any of these options, give Lori a call in the 

Office (519-631-7570 x21) or send her an email (office@1stunitedchurch.ca).  

Please remember, by signing up for any of these alternate methods of donating, 

you are saving our church money and contributing toward the maintenance of our 

Church into the future.  

Financial Facts 

• Our expenses at First Church are approximately $30,000 per month 

• Building Use & Trustee Fund interest income cover approx. $8000 of that. 

• So to cover those expenses we need approximately $21,000 in General 

Fund Donations each & every month.  In January, General Fund Donations 

were $4,414; in February, $5,689; in March, $7,602.  
• As the summer approaches, we begin the challenge of meeting our 

financial needs from June to September.  We ask you to consider the 

needs of your church, and if possible, consider an extra “Summer” 

donation to help us to meet our financial commitments.   
We appreciate your generosity!  

http://www.1stunitedchurch.ca/ways-to-donate.html
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First With the News – April 2025 
If you don’t receive our Weekly Update emails (on Thursdays) and you’d like to start,  

email Lori in the Church office:  office@1stunitedchurch.ca 
 

If you no longer wish to receive Newsletters from First United Church,  
please send an email to office@1stunitedchurch.ca or call 519-631-7570 x21  

and leave a message. 

mailto:office@1stunitedchurch.ca
mailto:office@1stunitedchurch.ca

