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“Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Jesus” I Corinthians 15: 57
Thanksgiving, 2025

Dear Members of the First United Community,

The discoveries of science continue to surprise me. The Universe has not been created. It is still
being created. The building blocks of life are not tiny physical blocks at all, but waves of energy. Our
brains are not fixed, unchanging machines, they are living organs that can change their structure
and even heal themselves well into old age!

What all this means is that much of “reality” is more created than given. The spiritual journey of
relational connections and values based decision making enables us to find joy and meaning even
in the midst of difficult circumstances.

I find that reassuring as we see destabilizing events in the world, especially the loss of America as a
champion of democracy in the world and its violation of trade agreements and constitutional norms.
Fortunately, we come from a long line of Spiritually grounded people who wrote about “victory” and
“thanksgiving” in the midst of circumstances more dire than anything we face.

Being a part of Spiritual community and supporting one another as the body of Christ in the world
enabled them to overcome hardship and build a better world. Against all odds, they lived in faith,
hope and love, agents of change in a brutal, fearful world.

We are now the link between what is and what will be. I'm so thankful for the First community, kind
and good people who cover the bases of self-care and supporting your families, connecting to God
and helping the wider community.

God blesses communities like ours and this thanksgiving we have amazing news of God’s goodness
and blessing!

First is expecting to begin renovations this fall to provide the community with an 88 space Early
Education Centre! This includes yearly funding by three levels of government so that parents will be
blessed with low cost, quality child care that will be known for an atmosphere of joy, love and
learning.

This project will also enable First United to provide many more joint programs for children, youth
and families such as bike clinics, musicals and family focused events.



As families become aware of First United, they will become aware of something they have never
been able to imagine before...a safe, inspirational spiritual home built on the core values of
kindness and respect, free from doctrinal requirements and judgement. Some will even become
members.

This is a new way of doing what First has always done, supporting children and their families. Your
prayers and financial support are needed and so appreciated!

As I was walking through the 1* floor, imagining the layout of the Early Education Centre, I noticed
the attractive drawings of child friendly bible scenes painted on the walls by Kathy Nicli, a member
of First. Over many years, they created a warm and attractive atmosphere for thousands of children
who enjoyed Sunday school, Scouts, Guides and many other programs.

I will miss those paintings, but [ know that the spirit, talent and intent behind those paintings will be
consciously added to the spiritual DNA of this new community for children. The thought of our
building being filled again with children discovering a place where Love comes First warms my
heart and I trust, brings you joy.

Bad things happen and struggles come our way, but because God’s reign is ever evolving, God’s
blessings are new every day, goodness is stronger than evil and God is not finished with us yet. [ am
grateful for this good news and wish you all a blessed thanksgiving of faith, hope and love.

el

Rev. Paul

PS: The grand piano we have been enjoying in our sanctuary is owned by a former tenant, King’s
Academy. It has been appraised for $2,750. The First Official Board is asking those able to make a
special donation to help purchase it. Without a grand piano we would not be able to host important
community events such as the Festival of Lessons and Carols (Nov 30") and the Rotary Music
Festival. Please mark your donation “piano”. Thanks!




