ORDER OF WORSHIP

 

MUSICAL PRELUDE:  Tim & Holly Lusher
WELCOME/WALKABOUT

“Let Them Be Little”    Jerome Thomas
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Emmanuel, God is with us.

  ALL: And also with You!

Leader: Let us rejoice in the Lord and be glad!

SONGS   OF PRAISE

1. MV#48  “Jump for Joy”
And I’ll jump for joy, I’m singing Alleluia. Jump for joy for you.  I will jump for joy, I’m singing Alleluia. Jump for joy for you (2x)

 

2. VU#249 Rejoice in the Lord (2x)
Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice! 

Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice! 

Rejoice, rejoice and again I say rejoice. 

Rejoice, rejoice and again I say rejoice. 

 

PRAYER of APPROACH

ACCLAMATION OF JOY  VU#59

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:

Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE of JOY

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent. Advent includes the four weeks before Christmas, and is a time of reflection and preparation, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus; God’s Light coming into the World. 
Having already lit the candles of Hope and Peace, 
today we light the candle of Joy.
HYMN :  VU#7 “Joy is the Song”

1. Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,

    telling the world that the Saviour is born.

    When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

    The last shall be first and the weak shall be
    strong, and none shall be afraid.

 

PRESENTATION OF CHILD & DEDICATION
  OF PARENTS: 

Baptism: Gene Wilfred Whiteman (April 15/16)

Son of Kristi (Couse) and Grant

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH


UNITED CHURCH CREED (Unison)

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  We believe in God:  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.   We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s  presence, to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God.

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

If you are comfortable, greet those around you with a handshake or embrace saying: 

“The Peace of Christ be with You” 
with the response and also with you!

Sing: (3X)              The Spirit in me

Greets the Spirit in you, Alleluia.

God’s in us and we’re in God, Alleluia!

 

MUSICAL OFFERING:  Senior Choir
LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION 

HYMN  MV #134  “Dreaming Mary”  vv 1,2
     *young people may leave for church school
 

OFFERING OURSELVES, TITHES/GIFTS

MUSICAL OFFERING:  “Noel”  Lori Hoffman

*DEDICATION HYMN:  (tune “Eidelweiss”)

God of JOY, hear our prayer. Bless this offering we bring you. May our lives do Your will; guide and guard us forever. Give us courage to stand for truth; help us give to others. God of JOY, hear our prayer, Bless this offering we bring you.

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  “Lord Listen…”
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; Lord listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Luke 1:26-45; Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always!

 

SERMON  “The Birth Foretold” 
 

*HYMN MV# 213 “Take Up His Song of JOY 
 

BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING

Sing:     Joy be in Thy/my heart

Peace be in Thy/my Spirit

Compassion be Thy/my journey

Love be in Thee/me.

MUSICAL POSTLUDE
  

*CHRISTMAS VISITATION SUNDAY- today following

worship you are invited to the tables in front of the Pulpit
for a name, address and Christmas plant to take to

a member who is unable to come out to Church.

LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION

Please join us for refreshments in the coffee room following the service hosted by The Muma Family.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Janis Bennell, David Copeland, Joseph Muma, Chloe Cernanec, Carol Gagen, Bob Fellows, Jennifer Burns, Maureen turner, Faith Lafleche, Gillian Milcz, Lincoln Smith.
IT’S A GIRL!!  Congratulations to Brynn (Upsdell) & David Wright on the birth of their daughter Leah!  Happy grandparents are Bob & Judy Upsdell!!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:  

TODAY: *MINI GIFT SHOP for last minute shoppers – today and next Sunday following worship in the Fellowship Room.  New items each week

*PAGEANT COSTUMES for next Sunday available for take home today in Rm 1 – off the north side of Assembly Hall
*2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES are in the Library – please pick yours up…if you would like a set, call the office.

THIS WEEK
TUESDAY – *OEY PLAYGROUP 9:30 to 11:30 AH

*FINANCE COMMITTEE @ 6pm Fellowship Room

*PROPERTY COMMITTEE @ 6pm in Room 3

*WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE @ 6:15pm in Roger’s Study

*OFFICIAL BOARD EXECUTIVE @ 7pm in the Fellowship 
Room

WEDNESDAY - *HAMAD/KIWAN CTTEE meets @ 6pm in the Fellowship Room
 

THURSDAY – *OEY PLAYGROUP 9:30 to 11:30 AH

*HOLLY FAIR CONVENORS’ meeting @ 7pm in the Fellowship Room

*SENIOR CHOIR @ 7:30pm, Music Room. 
 *NEXT SUNDAY - ADVENT 4, December 18 - Worship Service with THE BETHLEHEM PAGEANT   Those who would like to participate in the Pageant, are invited to come in FULL COSTUME to the assembly hall downstairs, by 10:15am.  Parents may leave their children with their classroom teachers, who will see them into the sanctuary together.  Following the service – join us for Birthday Cake for Jesus & refreshments, being served downstairs.

YEAR END GIVING

Deadline for the 2016 tax year is

Monday, January 9th,  2017

(Lori is on vacation from Friday, December 23 

to Sunday, January 8 inclusive)

7 Curtis St., St.Thomas, ON  N5P 1H3  Phone: (519) 631-7570

e-mail: firstunited@bellnet.ca

web:  www.firstunitedchurch.weebly.com

MINISTERS:  ALL  THE  PEOPLE OF  GOD

Pastoral Minister: Rev. Roger Landell

Music Minister: Jody McDonald-Groulx
Secretary/Treasurer: Lori Hoffman    Custodian:Dave Luftenegger      oward
 

 

 
First United Church

Seeking to be a welcoming community of 

Christian faith, proclaiming and celebrating the love of God in Jesus Christ through the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

ADVENT  3  …Joy

SUNDAY, December 11, 2016

10:30am
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


Saturday, December 24:  Christmas Eve


Candlelight Communion Service at 9:00pm





Sunday, December 25:  Christmas Day


A kid friendly, family worship service at 10:30am


(informal dress, pajamas ok)




















